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INTRODUCTION 

  

Christians in the main believe in the universality of Prophet Jesus's (pbuh) ministry where they attempt 

to preach the message to the 'gentiles' with a view to convert them to Christianity (evangelize). An 

attempt is made to inculcate the belief that Prophet Jesus (pbuh) was sent as a saviour to humankind 

and died for their sins. Quite apart from the theological contentions that may arise with such a 

belief, there is no support for this understanding of the scope of Prophet Jesus's (pbuh) ministry in the 

Quran. As will be noted later in the article, there are also 'explicit' statements in the Bible where it is 

clear that Prophet Jesus's (pbuh) ministry was limited to the Children of Israel.  

  

Many Christians provide an array of explanations to counter 'explicit' verses of the Bible which limit 

Prophet Jesus's (pbuh) ministry to the Children of Israel often relying on 'implicit' interpretations from 

the Bible. The readers can decide for themselves whether or not these interpretations are cogent 

responses. It is not the purpose of this article to provide a detailed response to these 

interpretations, but rather, to provide explicit references from the Quran and the Bible to entice 

readers to conduct their own research. 

  

Also a common contention will be dealt with which is usually cited from the Quran by Christians to 

support their understanding of the universality of Prophet Jesus's (pbuh) ministry.  

  

  

MAIN 

  

Whether Judaism at the time of Prophet Jesus (pbuh) was ever a missionary religion has long been 

debated in serious scholarship and there is no consensus.   

 

“The question of whether Judaism at the time of Christian origins was a ‘missionary religion’ 

is a well-worn track in scholarship and, as yet, no consensus has been reached (Note 1)”   [1] 



This is an important question as this sets some pretext to the mission of the Prophet Jesus (pbuh) who 

was himself a Jew. Much Biblical scholarship seems to concentrate on the Pauline corpus to 

understand the legitimacy of preaching the new faith to the gentiles with a view to converting them. 

However, Muslim contention with much merit, questions the Apostle Paul's legitimacy outright as 

not having any authority been granted to him as a direct disciple of Prophet Jesus  (pbuh) nor having 

ever met him in person. 

  

The Gospels written in the name of the direct disciples of Prophet Jesus (pbuh) provide explicit 

references of his words where he clearly limits the scope of his ministry. 

 

Matthew 10:5-6  
"These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the 

Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not. But go rather to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel"     [2] 
  

Matthew 15:22-24  
"And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, 

Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 

But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her 

away; for she crieth after us. But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel"     [3] 
  
Luke 19:9-10 
"And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a 

son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost"     [4] 
  
Matthew 1:21  
"And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 

people from their sins"     [5] 
  
Mark 6:4  
"But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and 

among his own kin, and in his own house"     [6] 
  
The Quran supports the above explicit statements of the Bible which limit the scope of Prophet 

Jesus's (pbuh) ministry to the Children of Israel. 

  

003.049  

"And (make him) a messenger to the Children of Israel, (with this message): "'Indeed, I have 

come to you, with a Sign from your Lord, in that I make for you out of clay, as it were, the 

figure of a bird, and breathe into it and it becomes a bird by God's leave: And I heal those 

born blind, and the lepers, and I give life (to) the dead, by God's leave and I inform you of 

what you eat and what you store in your houses. Indeed, in that (is) surely a sign for you if 

you are believers"  

  



 

005.046  
“ And in their footsteps We sent Jesus the son of Mary, confirming the Torah between his 

hands (Arabic: ma bayna yadayhi) : We sent him the Gospel: therein was guidance and light, 

and confirmation of the Torah that (was) between his hands : a guidance and an admonition 

to those who fear God”  

   

061.006 

“And when, Jesus, the son of Mary, said: "O Children of Israel! I am the messenger of God 

(sent) to you, confirming the Law before me, and giving Glad Tidings of a Messenger to 

come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad." But when he came to them with Clear Signs, 

they said, "this is evident sorcery!"” 

  

Against the backdrop of the Bible's explicit statements, proof is sought by some Christians for their 

position from the Quran by attempting to limit the ministry of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) by 

interpreting passages which refer to his remit to his kindred (26:214) and to the mother towns 

(42:7). 

  

Quite apart from lack of cogency in attempting to defend a position by attacking another, a fuller 

appreciation is not given to the fact that what is in contention is a belief of universality of Prophet 

Jesus's (pbuh) mission which stands in direct contrast to 'explicit' statements from the Bible which seem 

to negate it. 

  

Furthermore, albeit the immediate remit of the Arabic Quran is recognised as a warning first to 

those who spoke and understood the language, the 'message' of the Quran was to be conveyed to 

mankind by those that heard it as witnesses'...That the Messenger may be a witness for you, and you 

be witnesses for mankind!...' (22:78) 

  

Furthermore, there is no explicit reference in the Quran which limits the message given to Prophet 

Muhammad (pbuh) unlike the explicit Biblical references quoted above such as 'Go not into the way of 

the Gentiles' (Matthew 10:5-6). 

  

  

 

 

  

FINAL THOUGHTS 

  

  

The Quran confirms that Prophet Jesus (pbuh) was sent only to the Children of Israel to warn them. 

There are also explicit references to be found in the Bible which also support this position. 
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